ABSTRACT: Ilinkaccenturam No
INTRODUCTION
The Materia Medica of Siddha System includes drugs of plants, metals/minerals, marine products and animal products. Drugs of Thathupporutkal (inorganic drugs) are classified as (i) Ulokan (ii) Karacaram (iii) Patanankal (iv) Uparaca. Gold, silver, copper, tin, lead, iron, zinc, steel, thara, bronze and brass under the category 'Ulokam' are listed where the first seven are metals and the last four are alloys 1 . 
Mercury in

Materials and Methods
The ingredients were purchased from the Madras raw drug traders. Purification of the drug of metals / mineral origin was carried out wherever necessary according to the classical texts.
Ingredients of each formulation were as follows: The formulations were prepared as per the procedure described in siddha texts 2, 3 . Physico-chemical characters were determined by standard methods. Qualitative tests for organic and inorganic material were carried out as per procedure detailed in pharmacopoeial standards 4, 5 .
Isolation of curcumin
MeOH extract of cantacantirotayam was column chromatographed over silica gel (acme 100 -200 mesh; 1:22). The EtOAc elution afforded crystals (0.5%) of curcumin. Thin layer chromatography (TLC) over silica gel-G for curcumin and camphor was carried in the following solvent systems. 1. Benzene: Ethyl acetate (3:1) and 2. Hexane : benzene (1:1). The chromatograms were developed with H 2 SO 4 -H 2 O (1:1). After spraying, the plates were kept in the hot air oven at 110 0 C for about five minutes.
Results and discussion
The analytical values of ilinakaccenturam No 1 are shown in Table I . There was no loss on drying at 110 0 C indicating thereby the absence of moisture. The acid insoluble ash was 0.06% while mercury was 85% and total sulphur was 15%. Table IV . The mercury was 36.3% and total sulphur was 5.9%. Camphor which was one of the ingredients was confirmed by TLC in the solvent system hexanebenzene (1:1), by comparison with authentic sample.
The study has revealed that the moisture content and loss on ignition was negligible in the formulations containing inorganic ingredients, whereas these parameters had shown appreciable quantity in the formulation involving herbo-mineral drugs. 
